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LIQUID GOLD IS THE AIR
A collaboration between choreographer Rosemary Lee and dance filmmaker Roswitha
Chesher, Liquid Gold is the Air is a triptych full of richly coloured iconographic images
and fleeting dances. Over eighty people of all ages move with grace and vitality through
the dappled sunlight of a magical arboretum, The Cathedral of Trees.
A haunting soundscape by Graeme Miller and featuring original music composed by
Terry Mann, adds an other worldly dimension to compliment the symmetry of the
editing.
This three screen video installation draws inspiration from Rosemary’s acclaimed
performance Under The Vaulted Sky, commissioned by The Stables for IF: Milton
Keynes International Festival 2014 supported by an Arts Council England Exceptional
Award and Milton Keynes Council.

Click here to watch a video excerpt of Liquid Gold is the Air.

QUOTES FROM VISITORS

“I never imagined I could be moved by a moving video triptych – but I was – astoundingly
beautiful.”
“I was transfixed! Amazing and beautiful blend of movement, sound and colour. I want
to tell everyone to come and see it! 5 stars!”
“It made me feel like I was in another world- very peaceful and calming. I felt like I
wanted to fly …..”
“I totally loved it – its stillness and beauty – Visual images that will stay with me….the
use of golden hands, the trees, the music , the spaciousness. Thank you”

ARTIST BIOGRAPHY
Known for working in a variety of contexts and media, Rosemary has created largescale site-specific works with cross-generational casts, solos for herself and other
performers as well as video installations and short films.
Regardless of the scale, these projects have a unique intimate quality capturing moving
portraits of the performers and exploring our relationship with our environment.
Rosemary’s recent series site-specific live performances have involved large casts
of professional and untrained dancers of all ages: Common Dance (Dance Umbrella
2009) paid tribute to the now lost public ‘common ‘ land : Square Dances (Dance
Umbrella, 2011) used what ‘common’ green spaces we have left in London to gather
in a different way and Under the Vaulted Sky (IF:Milton Keynes International Festival
2015) revealed the ethereal quality of the Cathedral of Trees, a magical arboretum
planted in the footprint of Norwich Cathedral.
These live works have inspired several associated projects: A DVD and symposium
(co-curated with Martin Welton, Queen Mary’s University of London) entitled On Taking
Care (2012) that drew on the process of making Common Dance. Melt Down, one
of the quartet of works that combined to make up Square Dances has subsequently
been remade with local casts across the world - from London & Hastings to Rio de
Janiero, Brazil and Heilbronn, Germany.
Rosemary’s screen-based works include a series of short dance films - boy, greenman,
Infanta (made with Peter Anderson) and Snow (made with David Hinton) for the BBC,
and the interactive installations Apart from the Road and Remote Dancing (made
with Nic Sandiland). During 2012-13 she collaborated with Echo Echo Dance Theatre
Company in Derry-Londonderry resulting in the creation of the acclaimed sevenscreen video installation Without.
Her three-screen video installation, Liquid Gold is the Air (2015) made with dance
filmmaker Roswitha Chesher draws inspiration from the tree cathedral and performance
of Under the Vaulted Sky, is currently touring to cathedrals, churches and galleries.
Working with movement-artist Simon Whitehead, they have together developed
Calling Tree, a durational performance cycle of songs, movement and messages
which take place in a mature tree. First presented in North Wales by Migrations in
2014, they now plan to recreate it in trees in urban contexts starting in Tottenham,
London in 2016 as part of LIFT.
Rosemary also writes, guest teaches and lectures internationally. Recipient of both a
Bonnie Bird Award and a Jerwood Choreographic Research Project Award in 2013,
she is currently a Work Place artist, an Artsadmin Artist, a DanceEast Artist Associate
2015, a ResCen Research Associate Artist (Middlesex University) and holds an
honorary doctorate from Roehampton University.
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FURTHER INFORMATION
TOUR DATES

Christ Church, Oxford				
Hexham Abbey International Music Festival
Norfolk and Norwich Festival

Dates tbc, 2016
Sep 2015
May 2015

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS
The installation is free-standing comprising of 3 monitors, amps, speakers and
surrounds. Headphones could be used where sound bleed is an issue and there
could be a possibility to set the work up as a projection or a single screen version
for one.
Get-in requirement
Get-out
Running Time
Travelling Company
Size of Installation
Venue to Provide

Additional costs

1 day with Rosemary’s Technical Manager
2-3 hours
15 minute continual loop
2 people (1 technician + 1 artist)
W 2.44m x H 1.5m x D 0.76m
An area /space min 5m x 5m with power supply
Semi-blackout /dim light
1 local /gallery assistant for set-up
Invigilation
Transport
Travel & accommodation for technician and artist

